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In a restriction requirement dated May 7, 2001 , the Examiner indicated that the 
application contains claims directed to patentably distinct species of the cervical plate of 
the claimed invention. In reply to the restriction requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 121 , 
applicant provisionally elects to prosecute Species 1 : Figure 1 , Plate character 
reference number 2 as identified by the Examiner in the Office Action. Applicant 
submits that claims 1-35, 38-75, and 77-101 are directed to elected Species 1 . 

To the extent any extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 is required to obtain 
entry of this response, such extension is hereby respectfully requested. If there are any 
fees due under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17 which are not enclosed herewith, including 
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any fees required for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .136, please charge such 
fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-1066. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MARTIN & FERRARO, LLP 



Dated: September 7. 2001 By:. 




14500 Avion Parkway, Suite 300 
Chantilly, VA 20151-1101 
Telephone: (703) 679-9300 
Facsimile: (703) 679-9303 
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